It happens the same way every four years - the Summer Olympic
Games happen, the US presidential election is decided, and then
a new version of the ISAF Racing Rules of Sailing goes into effect
for the next four years!

This time the rulebook has more changes than it did in 2005,
and many of these are in the right-of-way rules that affect all
sailors. The most notable difference is that the entire Section C
(At Marks and Obstructions) has been reorganized and rewritten.
This section includes rule 18, the longest rule in the book and the
subject of more appeals and cases than any other rule.

But don't worry - the changes in the new rulebook will not be
overwhelming.

The main goal of the rule writers was to make all the rules
easier to understand while keeping the ‘game’ of sailing essentially
the same. And that is what they have done. Most of the rules
in the new book remain exactly as they were, and those that
changed, including the rules of Section C, have kept the same
basic principles.

The goal of this article is to explain what's different between
the old (2005-2008) rules and the new (2009-2012) rules. We
don’t have room to cover every change, but we've included all of
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the most significant ones. And, of course, we don't have space to
explain each rule in detail. Instead, this article describes what's
new, and we’ll take an in-depth look at each of the major rules in
future articles.

While reading these extracts, | highly recommend keeping
a rulebook by vour side. This will give you the full text of every
rule discussed here plus all the other rules including appendices,
race signals, definitions, prescriptions and so on. Note that Parts
1-7 in the rulebook, plus the Definitions, have vertical lines in the
margins to mark any place where the language has been changed.

New 2009-2012 Racing Rules
Three New Rules for Marks
and Obstructions

The rules of Section C (At Marks and Obstructions) have always
been the most complex right-of-way rules in the rulebook. Rule 18,
in particular, has typically been filled with complicated exceptions.
It is no surprise, then, that when the rule writers set out to revise the
rulebook for 2009-2012, they took a long, hard look at Section C.

What the rulemakers saw was a great opportunity to clarify
the rules at marks and obstructions. They decided to create a new
Section C with rules that:

* Are simpler and less ambiguous than the old rules;

* Do not ‘switch off’ the basic right-of-way rules in Section A or
the general limitations in Section B;

* Eliminate exceptions;

* Make it clear which rules apply when two boats meet near a
mark or obstruction;

* Minimize changes to the way the ‘game’ of sailing is played; and

* Discourage contact.

After several years of thinking, talking, writing and testing, the
result was a new Section C with three rules instead of two. Here
are the most significant changes:

* The basic rules (like port - starboard and windward-leeward)
stay turned on while boats are passing marks and obstructions.
The new Section C rules removed almost every instance where
they used to switch off a rule of Section A or B. This makes the
rufes more logical and consistent.

SECTION C (2009-2012)

At Marks and Obstructions

18 Mark-Room

19 Room to Pass an Obstruction
20 Room to Tack at an Obstruction
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* There are now twao different rules for marks and obstructions. In
the old rulebook, the same rule (18) applied at both. That was
OK for the tactical challenges at marks, but when it came to
helping boats pass obstructions safely, the rule (which created
two-length zones around all other boats that were obstructions)
was overly complex.

The result is new rule 19 which applies only at obstructions (that
aren’t also marks). Rule 19 still allows inside boats to get room
for passing obstructions, but it does so without the complication
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Where and When Do Section C Rules Apply?

At At At . a
New Marks Marks Obstructions Continuing
Rule that are not that are obstructions that are not marks or Obstructions
obstructions but not continuing continung obstructions including marks

18 YES YES

NO NO

19 NO NO

YES YES

20 NO YES

YES YES

rules applies on the race course,

In part 2 of the rulebook, Section C includes rules that apply ‘At Marks and Obstructions’. In the 2005-2008 rulebook, there were two Section C rules to cover
everything that might happen at marks or obstructions. Now Section C has three rules - 18, 19 and 20.The chart above shows when and where each of these

of using a zone around every obstruction.

* Another improvement in rule 18 is the deletion of old rule 18's

“about to round” criterion for when it began to apply. This
vague phrase created confusion because the rule turned on at
a different time than when its ‘lock-in’ provicions took effect
{which was when the first boat got to the zone).
By eliminating ‘about to round,’ the new rule 18 now turns on at
the same time as its lock-in provisions take effect (the moment
when the first boat enters the zone), and this (combined with
a change to a three-length zone) makes the rule easier to
understand and apply.

* There are a number of other changes in Section C that are
covered in the rest of this issue. One worth mentioning here
is the new definition mark-room, which makes rule 18 clearer
and shorter.

Preamble to Section C

Section C rules do not apply at a starting mark surrounded by
navigable water or at its anchor line from the time boats are
approaching them to start until they have passed them. When
rule 20 applies, rules 18 and 19 do not.

18 MARK-ROOM

18.1 When Rule 18 Applies

Rule 18 applies between boats when they are required to

leave a mark on the same side and at least one of them is in

the zone. However, it does not apply

(a) between boats on opposite tacks on a beat to windward,

(b) between boats on opposite tacks when the proper course
at the mark for one but not both of them is to tack,

(c) between a boat approaching a mark and one leaving it, or

(d) if the mark is a continuing obstruction, in which case rule
19 applies.

18.1 When This Rule Applies (OLD)
Rule 18 applies when boats are about to round or pass a mark
they are required to leave on the same side, or an obstruction
on the same side, until they have passed it. However, it does
not apply

_(a) at a starting mark surrounded by navigable water or at
its anchor line from the time the boats are approaching them
to start until they have passed them, or

{b) while the boats are on opposite tacks, either on a beat

to windward or when the proper course for one of them, but
not both, to round or pass the mark or obstruction is to tack.
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Section C, Rule 18.1

When does the new rule 18 apply?

WIND

Leeward
mark Zone

o -

Rule 18 ‘turns on” when ... .
In the new rule 18, the first sentence of rule 18.1 explaiis when this rule
is in effect (see ‘Three.New Rules For Marks & Qhstructions’). It describes
several conditions that must be-met before-18-tarns on:
1) boats must be near a mark (not an obstruction);
2) the boats must be required to round that mark on the same required
side (not on opposite sides); and
3) at least one of the boats (i.e. part of her hull) must be in the zone
around that mark. If all these conditions are met, rule 18 applies -
probably. The rest of this section explains all of rule 18’s exceptions
and when it may not apply even if the above conditions are met.

Five Times When 18 Still Does Not Apply.

Rule 18.1 and the Preamble to Section C describe a number of
situations when the new rule 18 does not apply. Many of these are
exactly the same as the old rule 18. These include:

1. When boats are not required to leave the mark on the same
side (i.e. one boat must leave the mark on its port side and
the other on its starboard side).

2. When boats are on opposite tacks on a beat to windward.

3. When boats are on opposite tacks and the proper course for
one but not both is to tack.

4. At a starting mark surrounded by navigable water or at its
anchor line when approaching the line to start (“Barging”).
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5. When one boat hails for room to tack under new rule 20
(Room to tack at an obstruction, which is the old rule 19).

The Preamble to Section C now makes it clear that when rule
20 applies, rule 18 (and 19) does not.

Rule 18 ‘Turns Off’ When ...
In the 2005 - 2008 rulebook, rule 18 turned off when both boats

had ‘passed’ the mark (i.e. when the trailing boat’s transom was

James Turner: 082 684 4167 P 0 Box 409 Knysna 6570 clear of the mark). The new rule 18 has no such definitive cut-off -

Don Tait: 082 337 5332 info@custommarinesa.com it Ste;ys simply that the rule applies when at least one of the boats is
. : in the zone.

Tel/Fax: 044 382 5131 www.custommarinesa.com In practice, rule 18 has meaning only while one boat needs

‘mark-room.” Once the boat entitled to ‘mark room’ is no longer
‘at’” the mark and therefore no longer needs mark-room, the
requirements of rule 18 are essentially turned off.

Four Times When the Old Rule 18 Did Apply, but the New
Rule 18 Does Not Apply.

1. Coming and Going
ST Windward mark
Old Rules: In this situation, the K
Blue boat reached the two-length
zone clear ahead of the Red boat,
so it could have been argued that,
according to rule 18, Red is still
the ‘keep-clear’ boat here because
both boats have not yet passed
the mark.

WIND

NEW Rules: Rule 18. 1 (c) makes it
clear that rule 18 does not apply
in this situation because one boat
(Red) is approaching the mark
while the other boat (Blue) is
leaving it.

2. At an Obstruction

Old Rules: The old rule 18 applied
whenever boats were ‘about to round or
pass’ a mark or an obstruction.

NEW Rules: New rule 18 applies only at
marks. It never applies at an obstruction
unless that obstruction is also a mark. In
the situation shown here, the obstruction
is not a mark, so rule 18 does not apply.
The applicable new rule is rule 19.

3. At a Continuing Obstruction

?,,H'-b 0id Rules: Rule 18 definitely applied here because the boats are rounding a
- SV RuTIE mark that is also a continuing obstruction, and rule 18 applied at marks and
obstructions.

NEW Rules: The new rule 18 applies at all marks unless they are also
continuing obstructions like this island. At this kind of mark, rule 18.1 (d) makes
it clear rule 19 applies and 18 does not.

" ISLAND
For full specs and more information on the boats for SALE (mark)
please phone Don Tait o
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4. Outside the Zone

Old rules: The old rule 18 applied
when boats were ‘about to round
or pass’ a mark. This meant the
rule sometimes turned on before
boats reached the two-length
zone.

Zone
NEW Rules: New rule 18 never

applies until at least one of the

boats (i.e. part of her hull) is in

the zone. However, an outside boat .

that will need to give mark-room

when she reaches the zone may

have to anticipate this obligation Leeward

before she gets there. mark

Understanding the Mew

. xe
Mark-rounding Rule (13}
The basic premise of new rule 18 is almost exactly the same as the
old rule - when boats are overlapped near a mark, the outside boat
must give the inside boat room to round the mark. This requirement
is explained in the new (and old) rule 18.2a (see highlighted text
box).

One difference between the two rules is exactly how much
room the outside boat has to give. In the old rule 18, an outside boat
had to give the inside boat room. ‘Room’ (see rule 18 preamble) was
the space a boat needed to pass in a seamanlike manner between
an outside boat and the mark or obstruction. But the old rule 18
did not say how much room a boat could get from the time rule 18
turned on until she was passing between the outside boat and the
mark.

The new rule 18, which applies only at marks, was written to
explain how much room a boat gets during the entire rounding.
From the time rule 18 turns on until the boats are “at” the mark, a
boat entitled to mark-room can take enough room to sail “to the
mark” in a seamanlike way. Once a boat is “at the mark,” she can
sail her proper course until she leaves the mark. This is a subtle but
significant change in the new rule.

Another difference in new rule 18.2a is that it no longer includes
the words “and if the inside boat has right of way the outside boat
shall also keep clear.” This is no longer needed because the new
rules don’t turn off the basic right-of-way rules or give precedence
to rule 18. The new rule 18 was written specifically so that the basic
right-of-way rules still apply during mark roundings. Therefore,
when the inside boat has right of wav, the outside boat must, in
addition to giving her mark-room, also keep clear.

MARK-ROOM: A new concept at marks!

The new definition mark-room is an important addition to the 2009-2012
rulebook because it describes the space a boat must give when she rounds
a mark outside or clear astern of another boat. Mark-room is similar to the
preamble from the old rule 18 (see box) and alse includes the concept of room
(this definition has not changed from the old rules), but it’s less vague and
applies only at marks!

The new definition talks about two time periods. The first is while a boat is
sailing “to the mark.” The second is while she is “at the mark.”

The first period begins when rule 18 turns on (i.e. the first boat’s hull enters
the zone) and goes until the boat entitled to mark-room (M-R boat) is “at”
the mark. During this time, the M-R boat must sail ‘to’ the mark. While doing
this, she is entitled to the amount of room she needs to make a seamanlike
rounding. This is an improvement over the old rules which were less specific
about what happened before the boats were actually rounding the mark.

The second interval is while the M-R boat is “at” the mark. This begins when
she reaches a position where she can start her manoeuver of rounding the
mark; it ends when she leaves the mark. During this time, the M-R boat can
sail a proper course around the mark (even if she doesn’t have the right of
way). This allows her to make a better rounding than the old rules, which
restricted her to sailing a seamanlike course.

DEFINITION: Mark-Room

Room for a boat to sail to the mark, and then room to sail her proper
course while at the mark. However, mark-room does not include room to
tack unless the boat is overlapped to windward and on the inside of the
boat required to give mark-room.

This new definition is similar to the old preamble to rule 18:

Preamble to Rule 18 (OLD)

In rule 18, room is room for an inside boat to round or pass between an
outside boat and a mark or obstruction, including room to tack or gybe
when either is a normal part of the manoeuver,

YES

Does X Get Room to Tack at the Mark?
The old preamble to rule 18 said that
room at a mark included room for the
inside boat to tack when that was a
normal part of the manoeuver. In the
new definition mark-room, a boat is
entitled to room to tack only when she ¢ ¢
is overlapped to windward and on the ¢ x
inside of the boat giving mark-room,
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