Greetings all Formula One owners,
 

I am sure you all know that the F1 Nationals are to be hosted by Vaal Cruising Association over the weekend of 25th, 26th and 27th of April, Monday the 27th being a public holiday.
I am sending this letter to urge you all to take part in the event. Last year we had 18 boats entered and the year before 17 boats. These numbers make up about half the boats built, which is really great, but we would like to get 20 boats this year. Quite achievable if all those owners who are undecided bite the bullet and enter.
 

There is an even greater incentive to get a good turn out this year. As you know SAS are trying to review the number of classes that will be entitled to stage a National regatta .One can understand their logic, but the way they went about launching this proposal resulted in some really strongly worded letters to Sailing magazine, including one from Martin as Chairman of the F1 Class. The good news that came out of all this is a proposal by SAS to re-introduce the "mass national" format which was so successful in the "good old days "of sailing.
This will be a bit like the Round the Island Race with all the classes participating in the one big event.
Clearly there would need to be some sort of seeding.
The current proposal is to have three categories;  

(1) Elite (South African National Class). New boats of a modern design..

(2) A National Class  (like ours if the Class Association is active and sufficient boats of an acceptable standard sail regularly in Provincial Regattas.       
(3) A Club Class for boats other.
 

It goes without saying that it is in the interest of all owners if we can achieve National Class status. This will maintain the value of our boats as well as maintaining the standards of sailing we have become used to.
 

So please try and get to the Regatta on the 25th. Moorings are available, some caravans are available for hire and there are plenty of camping sites. The club will lay on catering on all the days as well as lunch and braai packs.
For those new owners, the F1 Nationals are always great fun, both on and off the water. So bring the family along for a great weekend.
I would like to see as many of you as possible supporting the host club and not disappearing back to your home base after the days racing. As the Nationals are rotated between the various clubs each year, I feel we should make the effort to support the host club because "what goes around comes around".
 

Steve Niccol and Chris Phillips (your Treasurer and Secretary) have put together a CD with all the data and forms for you to enter. These will be posted to you shortly, or you can get entry forms from Martin Smit.
 

The CD also contains a lot of other information such as the skipper must be a paid up member or associate member of the Class Association and all crew must be SAS members. i.e. they must be a member of a sailing club ( temporary membership can be arrange ).
 

In order to get you all up to speed for the "National Class" concept, your boat may be scrutinized at any time during the regatta to see if you are compliant with the Class Rules. Please make a special note that you must have a life jackets for each crew member, a life ring with drogue and a throwing quoit and line, which must be attached to the boat. The water police are currently on a mission following the recent spate of drownings and have been issuing fines on the Vaal River of R500 for each person on the boat and the skipper R500 for each crew without a life jacket. This is in line with the South African Marine Safety Authority (SAMSA) regulations for Small Vessels.
 

The CD also contains information relating to the Day Skippers Inland Ticket, the Registration of a sailing vessel for use on Inland Waters and the SAMSA Safety Regulations. I urge you all to read these.
 

NOTE you do not legally require the Day Skippers Inland Ticket for boats under 9 me in length, however there is an exemption being offered by SAS, up to the end of June, enabling you to get a Day Skippers Ticket for Inland Waters by way of a "grand father "clause. This will cost you R400-00. The Committee strongly advises you to do this. Although it is currently not a legal requirement, you do not need to sit the examination. Things could change in the future.
 

The CD will also provide the up-to-date Class Rules and Association Constitution.
 

It is essential that new boat owners register the change of ownership with SAS and get the measurement certificate name changed. Once you have done this, please notify the Class secretary Chris Phillips. Details of how to do this can be obtained from Daphne Kasselman at NKA (Phone 011 824 2402).
 

(Wow, so you thought sailing was all beer and skittles!!)
 

Please don't be put off by all this. It's really not that complicated. Main thing is to come and join in the fun at the Nationals. Even if you are inexperienced, the committee will assist you with all the bureaucratic stuff as well as getting you on the water. So don't hold back. There is always a first time for everything.
Martin Smit is the liaison officer with NKA and SAS while Neil Armstrong is the Co-coordinator at VCA. Please contact them if you have any queries.
 

Hope to see you there.
Rodger Attridge
(Association Chairman)
