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DECEMBER ISSUE 2005 

URGENT NOTICE ALL MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE OR VOTING BY PROXY 

Notice is hereby given of a Special General Meeting to be held after the Management 
Committee meeting at 12 noon on 26th November 2005 at LDYC for proposals and decisions 
with regard to the development of the land adjacent to LDYC. Proposals are to be tabled by 
the Development Committee, which have been appointed by the LDYC Management 
Committee. 

Sanlam Round The Island Regatta just around the corner, needing goodies for our goodie bags and 
corporate stands will be made available for R2200.00 (in designated areas) as well as advertising in 
our programme. Events will be many and volunteers are needed for rosters. See further in Signal.            
This important event takes much planning for many months in advance 
FOUR CENTRE PAGES PULLOUT – ENTRY FORMS AND RULES. Please complete and return to 
LDYC as soon as possible. 
 
Sailing Instruction books are on sale for R20ea. Enquire at the office, also we have accumulated 
quite a lot of lost property; please claim at the office otherwise items will be distributed. 
 
All members are required to place a notice in their caravan window, giving name and telephone 
numbers of owners, and are solely responsible to the tidying of their sites. Some are in urgent need 
of attention!  
 
Many trees were planted on Arbor Day to replace the non-indigenous that were chopped down. The 
committee wish to thank all who participated in this fruitful event, by way of organization and 
donation. 
 
Registration of boats, please see Roland in the office. This is essential. 
Do we have any handymen within our membership, who would be willing to assist with picture 
framing and/or sign writing, contact our Management or Vice, who will make preparations for a 
deluge of offers!! 
 
Christine Durrant - Editor 

  011 918 4736/082 436 7232 
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COMMODORE’S REPORT  

  Johnny Smit  
  

 

           
 

I wish to personally wish my Committee, staff and all members a very happy and safe Christmas 
and welcome all new members to our Club in the hope that they enjoy our facilities as much as 
my family have done over the past few years.  

Reporting latest heartbreaking news…… 
The yacht “Moquino” assumed "missing with all hands".....balance of donations being used to 
 assist families until these sailors can be officially declared dead.    

 
Many hours of work and attention to detail have been put into the management of our buildings 
and grounds as well as with sailing and boating, and my management and committee have 
bestowed the utmost support of me in my endeavours, they work diligently and carry their 
responsibilities well. 
 
Kim Webber, our Entertainment Manager, is to be commended on her extra hard work. Apart 
from her assistance with Arbor Day, the children thoroughly enjoyed their drum painting and kite 
flying events. These events were arranged with a lot of extra effort and professionalism. Thanks 
Kim. 
 
Our water levels are very low at present and hopefully our Spring and Summer rains will improve 
the situation as well as watering our gardens especially our newly planted trees and shrubs. 
Thanks to all who assisted and donated. We do need some members to start paying attention to 
their sites, it is sad to see so many neglected areas and even boats on their moorings calling 
their owners for some TLC. 
 
Notice of a Special General Meeting has been posted to decide upon the future of the new land 
development or proceeds of possible resale. This meeting is important and must be attended by 
as many members as possible. Our Development Committee has spent a lot of time and energy 
in plans for this area and require your (members) input as to the outcome and decisions made. 
All opinions will be heard and considered. 
 
I am happy to announce that our Club is in a very sound situation, both financially and physically, 
with a waiting list for both membership and caravan sites.  
Our sailing calendar is full, more participation of sailors in our events in required however. 
 
Our big event is our Sanlam Round The Island Regatta. First weekend in February. 
Once again Sanlam have sponsored the event, for which we are thankful and we do depend on 
our members for promoting entries and assistance with land events to ensure the huge success 
that we are aiming for. 
 
Johnny Smit 

From the Front   
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VICE COMMODORES REPORT 
John Durrant 
 

OFFICIAL CLUB OFFICE HOURS TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY CLOSED 
THURSDAY TO MONDAY 7.30 am to 4 pm 

FRIDAY 7.30am to 3pm 
 

Wishing everyone compliments of the Season, with health, wealth and happiness.  
 
Must firstly remind members of their obligation to attend our Special General Meeting on 26th 
November 12 noon. Our Development Committee have gone to huge lengths to investigate the 
viability of developing our extra land, members need to know of their findings and then to vote. 
Only fully paid up members will be allowed to cast a vote. 
 
I do wish to make note of a past event which Rosa and staff put on for our pensioners. This was a 
very first and all pensioners were invited. The luncheon was well attended and the meal was superb. 
Thanks Rosa, Kitty and staff, this was a wonderful idea and very much appreciated. 
 
It is wonderful to see the Club being utilised more frequently by members and their families. 
The number of young children on site is gratifying, especially as they are the Club’s future. 
However, we have recently had some problems with children being destructive. We do expect 
parents to monitor their children, as our staff cannot be expected to take the responsibility of 
supervision.   
This also applies to the owners of unruly and unaccompanied dogs!  We DO request members to 
help us enforce the rules in a civil manner, remember this is your club and its success depends on 
the input of its members.  
 
Kim, what can I say other than your efforts in the recent events in the field of entertainment have 
been NOTICED.   I would like to say thanks for the extra special effort put into the bin painting and 
the kite flying events, these  were spectacular, our children attended in their droves and I know 
anticipate coming events, such as Halloween and Bonfire night, Can’t thank you enough Kim (and 
Kevin)  your contributions are far more than was expected. 
 
Our Fronkey Derby was a super evening and the proceeds went toward buying the lovely coloured 
beanbags displayed and utilised in our lounge. 
 
I am glad to say that most site owners are really taking pride in their sites and are an example to the 
minority which are sadly neglected. I appeal for examples to be followed, even if it is just cleanliness 
and neatness. 
 
 
John Durrant - Midships 
VICE COMMODORE  
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REAR COMMODORE’S REPORT 
Austin Daly for Geoff Teasdale 

 
Well there is no Rear this issue – Geoff is sailing in the Pacific, gone to the Fiji islands to join his son 
Craig and Craig’ mates Neill Sutherland (Aeolians) and one other, that we know of!!!    Geoff was not 
sure how many “passengers” he would find on the boat.   Boat? A large (42 footer?) called Big Reef 
out of Richards Bay, which sailed the Cape to Rio almost 3 years ago.   On board 3 teenage (then) 
boys and some adults including 2 further generations of Sutherland.   The adults flew home from Rio 
and the boys, all qualified skippers, said they would stay on for a while!!  They have not been home 
since.   They mucked about the Caribbean for a year and sailed through the Panama Canal, the 
Galapagos, the Pacific Islands, the Antipodes, (construction work and apple picking in New Zealand) 
and now Fiji.  Why didn’t I have a dad like that? (See Big Reef on www.ldyc.co.za) 
 
Where have all the sailors gone 
I looked through the cumulative results of the Middle of the Dam Summer Series today (mid October) 
and of the 28 boats that participated not one is from “the premier sailing club on the Dam” Boy are 
we loosing it, failed to win the Admiral’s trophy at Keelboat Week, 7 boats on the first day of our 
Spring series, this used to be our biggest turnout of the year, about 25 boats.   That’s when the 
sailor’s shook off the cobwebs as cleaned off the pigeon poor and with the best of intentions started 
the year’s sailing. Sure there was attrition as time went on but if we have attrition this spring then we 
will wind up with no sailors.   Now your committee work hard to obtain sponsorship and to put on a 
good show, good bridges, good result sessions afterwards, good prize giving’s and at very little cost.   
Soon we will be unable to approach sponsors and in fact it will be difficult to sustain the club racing 
or to even call ourselves a sailing club. 
 
What is the committee doing?  There has been comment about costs; the price of petrol being what 
it is etc.    One drives to the dam and sits in a drift, with no race, then drives home.  Well next NKA 
season, we must wait for the new calendar year, the intention is to institute Saturday afternoon 
racing, on the Saturday prior to the club Sunday series, thus the possibility of two days racing.    
Next is to combine one of our races with the Middle of the Dam Series on the first Sunday of each 
month.   Thus cutting out a weekend for those who wish to sail both series.   Then in the short term 
we have 3 sailing weekends scheduled with twilight sailing on Friday evening, dinghy sailing 
Saturday afternoon, Twilight sailing on Saturday evening and the club race on Sunday.   Please join 
in even if you haven’t got a yacht, the clubhouse hums on Friday and Saturday evenings.  The 
“Sailing Weekends are: 25,26,27 November, 24,25,26 February and 24,25,26 March. 
In any of these races any skipper will take on “learners” to crew and new boat owners may call on 
experience if they need it.   We will re-introduce the novice fleet (for which there are trophies); in fact 
we will do anything, within reason to get boats back on the water. 
The club is teaming with new members and a battalion of kids, the likes of which we haven’t seen 
since the aforementioned young Teasdale was a lad.  We want two things – new members, this is a 
sailing club PLEASE sail, if you need coaching, a crew berth on a yacht or help sailing (racing) your 
own yacht there are enough bad skippers about that can teach you all the bad habits.    O and the 
kids – we have a training camp coming up in early December you can off load the cinders for a mere 
R150.00 for 5 days while you do your Xmas shopping.   Come on people meet us half way.   The 
junior camp from Wednesday 7th to Sunday 11th December. (www.ldyc.co.za) 
LDYC had a reasonable presence in Keelboat Week (outnumbered by many smaller clubs) 
Nevertheless our congratulations to Tommy Redmond on Moonshiner for winning the Cruising class, 
Simon Farrington and Sleigh Haynes 1st and 2nd in the Silver fleet as well as in the Hunter class and 
Glen Marshall 4th in the Gold fleet.    Tommy Redmond had a 4th in the Big Boat regatta in 
September.  
 
The club Bavaria Brass Monkey series was won by Dirk Manten (SPYC) on the Formula one Joint 
Venture, followed by Sleigh Haynes (LDYC) on the Hunter Tantrum and the Teasdale/Spies 
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combination on the Formula One Rigby 2, with Tielman Burger and Graham Wilcox bringing up 4th & 
5th. 
 
Happenings 
Not only is it the season to be jolly but there are a lot of special sailing events coming up; 
Junior Nationals in Midmar in December 
3 X Round the Island’s  
 Ladies 16th December 
 Single Handed (the hangover race) New Years day 
 The main Manna The Sanlam Round the Island 3rd, 4th & 5th February 
King of the Vaal weekend 21st & 22nd January (22nd combines Middle of the Dam) 
South Atlantic Race – you can still buy a berth starts 4th January 15h.00, if you happen to be in 
Cape Town 
The Round the world Volvo fleet hit Cape Town, also in December and there will be compulsory 
“round the cans” race before they head off to Melbourne.    The fleet will start arriving from early 
December and the Volvo village will be open from the 2nd December to the 2nd January.   The in port 
race is on Boxing Day at 13h.00 and the fleet leave for Melbourne on 2nd January also at 13h.00. 
 
Also in that holiday period another Round the World fleet will hit SA, this time in Durban, the Clipper 
fleet will start arriving from the 17th  December and will start from the beach front for Western 
Australia at 12h.00 on the 27th. I wish I were young again. 
 
On behalf of our esteemed Rear Commodore I would like to wish all Committee, staff and members, 
A very Merry Christmas and best wishes for the New Year. 
 

 
 
Austin Daly 
From the Rear 
 

Lake View Property Development 
The project to develop housing on the land adjacent to our western boundary is 
progressing to a point where we can commence with subdivision and progress the 
various applications for planning permission etc.     Costings are underway and house 
plans are under review.    We are reaching a point where sites can be allocated to 
prospective buyers. 
To do this however we need the club’s final approval at a Special General Meeting and 
this will take place at 12h.00 on Saturday 26th November at the clubhouse. Please be 
there.                                                                                                            Austin Daly 
Remember, only paid up members will be able to vote. 

 
ENTERTAINMENT CALENDAR.     Watch the Notice Boards for more info!. 
 
Halloween, Trick or Treat.     29th October. 
Bonfire & Beach Party 5th November at 17h00 
Kids Club   12th and 26th November and 10th December 
Christmas Tree Party  17th December (gifts R75, wrapped and labelled) 
Auld Lang Syne Party  31st December 
Kids Club   8th and 22nd January 2006 
Progressive Dinner Party 15th January 2006 
Kids Club   18th February 2006 
 
Watch the Notice Boards and Emails for details  
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Kim Webber 
Entertainment Officer. 
 

L.D.Y.C. MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 2005/6 
Portfolio Member Home Bus Fax Cell Email 

Commodore Johnny Smit  827 8405 827 8846 082 416 2921 bassetbodies@ 
Global.co.za 

Past 
Commodore 

Rob Barrett 849 4190 740 6425 740 6422 083 234 7044 robbarrett@mweb.co.za 

Vice 
Commodore 

John Durrant 918 4736 927 2662  082 465 7799 johndur@aviation.denel.co.za 

Rear. 
Commodore 

Geoff 
Teasdale 

475 4348 789 2831  083 2739542 teasdalg@garobins.co.za 

Public Relat. 
& Signal 

Christine  
Durrant 

918 4736 918 4736 918 4736 082 7755258 jcdurr@mweb.co.za 
 

Estate Man. & Fin 
Secretary 

Roland&Rosa 
Kleynjan 

 016  
371 1393 

016 
371 2343 

083 7471593 ldyc@telkomsa.net 

Secretary Caroline 
Morris 

793 1372 302 4137  082 779 3607 cmorris@silica.net 

Treasurer Rod Beresford 849 2913 452 1930 452 6455 082 785 6425 rberesford@radinterface.co.za 
Comm Member 
 No 1 

Rob Morris 793 1372 881 3676  083 6304141 Robin.morris@siemens.co.za 

Comm Member 
 No 2 

Matthew 
McKay 

469 3603 267 1000 267 1016 083 6166007 matmckay@cisco.com 

Trustee No 1 John Durrant 918 4736 927 2662  082 465 7799 johndur@aviation.denel.co.za 
Trustee. No 2 Tom Cole 308 3114 308 3114 308 3115 083 390 9333 tomc@protekon.co.za 
Entertainment Kim Webber 792 

2988 
  083 6166016 kwebber@cisco.com 

Grogfather Wes Johnston 609 3942 609 4802  083 960 4628 misimag@icon.co.za 
Vanessa Remington SANLAM 706 6393  463 6210 082 5200969 Vanessa@mamaaction.co.za 
SAILING COMMITTEE 
Rear. 
Commodore 

Geoff 
Teasdale 

475 4348 789 2831  083 2739542 teasdalg@gabrobins.co.za 

Junior Commodores Sleigh Haynes 
Jay Dengue 

764 3677   072 3068055 
084 7561549 

mhaynes@absamail.co.za 
jeff@absamail.co.za 

Sec.-Trophy & Sail 
Meetings 

Sheryl Fisher 016371 
1576 

 475 0973 082 337 2173 ssands@lantic.net 
 

Sailing Comm No 1 Tielman 
Burger 

918 4763 894 7171 894 7111 083 375 3867 tielman@crowncast.co.za 

Sailing Comm No 2 Austin Daly 475 8239 837 0032  083 2941186 austin@accessweb.co.za 
Sailing Comm No 3 Trevor 

Emmett 
   082 5550162 emmett@absamail.co.za 

Judge-Handicapper Glen Marshall 918 5898   082 5541014 Glen.private@absamail.co.za 
Harbour 
Master/Safety 

Roland 
Kleynjan 

 016  
371 1393 

016 
371 2343 

083 7471593 ldyc@telkomsa.net 

Cruise Captain Simon Fisher 016371 
1576 

475 0973 475 0973 082 570 3367 ssands@lantic.net 

Catamaran Rep. Kim 
Wilkinson-
Davies 

 014 574 
6141 

 082 575 4144 kimlouise@safrica.com 

Powerboats & 
Rescue 

Warren Luttig 7923517   083 3276620 Warren.Luttig@sealedair.com 

Website Arnold Spies 462 3782 332 1500  082 454 6281 aspies@icon.co.za 
NSA Daphne 

Kasselman 
 824 2402 827 0853  nsa@global.co.za 

Updated SEPTEMBER 2005 
CLUB WEBSITE…………         ldyc.co.zaCLUB EMAIL ADDRESS…………     
ldyc@telkomsa.net 
IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS. 
N.S.R.I.   016 371 0059    AMBULANCE    082911      SA POLICE     371 1110 
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DENEYSVILLE PHARMACY   016  371 1387 
     

LAKE DENEYS YACHT CLUB 
P O BOX 40 

DENEYSVILLE 1932 
TEL: 016-3711393 FAX: 016-3712343 E-MAIL  ldyc@telkomsa.net 

 
ANNUAL FEES FROM 1ST APRIL 2005 TO 31 MARCH 2006 

CATEGORY JOINING FEE 
(ONCE OFF) 

ANNUAL FEE NOTES 

FAMILY R2000-00 R1800.00 HUSBAND & WIFE 
+ CHILDREN 
 0-11 YEARS 

SINGLE  
 

R2000-00 R 900.00 
 

SINGLE MEMBER,  
NO CHILDREN 

JUNIOR R250-00 R210-00 MEMBER’S CHILD 
12-18 YEARS 

OUTSIDE JUNIOR R275-00 R310-00 AGES  
12 – 18 YEARS 

STUDENT R275-00 R310-00 FULL TIME 
SCHOLARS 

COUNTRY R275-00 R320-00 OUTSIDE 200 KM 
RADIUS OF CLUB 

 
PENSIONER 

 
N/A 

 
R335-00 

TO CURRENT 
MEMBERS OF 
MORE THAN 5 
YEARS STANDING 

CARAVAN SITE N/A R2 500-00  
KEELBOAT  

STORAGE(Dry) 
MOORING  & 

MAINTENANCE 

N/A 
 
N/A 

R380-00 
 
R530.00 

GENERAL 
MAINTENANCE OF 
MOORING, BELOW 
WATER LEVEL 
ONLY 

The above rates are simply running costs Updated June 2005   
DISCOUNTS FOR CURRENT MEMBERS: 
FEES PAID BEFORE END APRIL 2006 – 7.5% DISCOUNT ON SUBS & 
CARAVAN SITES ONLY 
FEES PAID BEFORE END MAY 2006 – 5% DISCOUNT ON SUBS & 
CARAVAN SITES ONLY 
JOINING FEES ARE DUE ON APPLICATION OF MEMBERSHIP 
ELECTRICITY DEPOSITS (R1000) DUE ON ALLOCATION OF SITE. 

MEMBERS’ VISITORS FEES: all visitors to be signed in at the gate by a member  
DAY VISITORS (TO BE ACCOMPANIED BY A MEMBER)  R25-00 PER DAY 
POWERBOAT LAUNCHING       R50-00 PER DAY 
CAMPING (TENT) SITE      R30-00 PER DAY + R25-00 PER PERSON PER DAY 
CARAVAN SITE       R60-00 PER DAY + R25-00 PER PERSON PER DAY 
COTTAGE RENTAL             R150-00 PER NIGHT + R25-00 PER PERSON PER DAY 
CARAVAN RENTAL  R75-00 PER NIGHT + R25-00 PER PERSON PER DAY. 
 
  MASTER CARD AND VISA CARD FACILITIES ARE NOW AVAILABLE. 

BANKING DETAILS FOR DIRECT DEPOSITS:- STANDARD BANK VEREENIGING.  BRANCH 
NO 04637. ACCOUNT NO 021820112 

ACCOUNT NAME LAKE DENEYS YACHT CLUB-(in full). DEPOSIT SLIPS TO ROSA 
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Durban to Mauritius Durban 
Rodney Beresford 

 
"You sail on the Vaal Dam! You guys aren’t real sailors! Not like us coastal boys." We do, thanks to 
Alex, have a Cape to Rio trophy in the LDYC clubhouse that always provides a ready retort, but I have 
always wanted to get out there and experience it for myself. Not just a short coastal jaunt but also the 
real thing, an ocean voyage. So I signed up with Sunsail for the delivery of their yacht Pursuit, a 
beautiful Beneteau 440, to Mauritius for the Mauritius to Durban race. 
 
After driving to one side of the harbour to file the "flight plan", driving all the way to the other side of the 
harbour for immigration and then driving all the way back around the harbour for customs, Matt, Hazel 
(Sunsail instructors) and I set off for Mauritius.   
 
Very briefly my trip went like this : 
 
Day 1: Set sail for Mauritius.  Seasickness set in.  Tore furling Genoa.  Tore hanked-on Genoa. 
Snapped main sail in-mast furling line. 
 
Day 2: Still sick 
 
Day 3: Sickness gone.  SW of Madagascar. Lovely sunny day, light winds and flat seas.     Around 8 
p.m., in light winds, the boom broke in half.  Decided to return to  Durban. 
 
Day 4: Heavy winds, getting pushed south decided to aim for Port Elizabeth instead. 
 
Day 5: Lighter winds.  Changed course back to Durban. 
 
Day 6: Wind picked up.  Durban looks doubtful again. 
 
Day 7: Heavy winds (55 knots).  Made it into Durban harbour at around 9 p.m. 
 
I am not going to go into the details of actually sailing a yacht on the open ocean. There are many fine 
books and articles on this subject (Judging from Matt©s skill at handling the yacht in rough conditions he 
must have read them all and maybe written a few) and I do not consider myself to be even vaguely 
qualified to give advice on the subject.  What I want to do is to give the guys who have never been out 
there some comparisons between inland sailing and ocean sailing. 
 
I asked a stand-up comic how he broke the ice with a tough audience.  He told me "I always start with 
toilet humour.  Every one has to go and every one seems to find it amusing." 
 
When you got to go 
Is it a shark? Is it a whale? No!!! It’s the infamous aquaturd!  There seems to be a couple of accepted 
methods.  The "off the back of the boat" method, the "bucket and chuck-it method" and, if installed, the 
heads.  I found that trying to maintain ones balance while arranging clothing, etc. was too much like hard 
work (in addition to which we did have a lady on board) and preferred to use the heads. Gentlemen are 
required to remain seated throughout the performance.  Don’t forget to ensure that the valve is left in the 
correct position after flushing. 
 
Bathing 
In one of the yachts logs they refer to some of the younger crewmembers as SST©s or Small Smelly 
Things. Pursuit is equipped with hot and cold running showers.  Due to fresh water constraints however, 
these may only be used when in harbour. She was however equipped with latest in bathing technology 
namely the Bucket Mark IV.  Bathing with the Bucket Mark IV is limited to good weather conditions. 
Don’t forget to attach the Bucket Mark IV to the boat prior to dropping it in the ocean. I managed only 
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one bath during the 7 1/2 days at sea.  The rest of the time I was limited to brushing of teeth and a quick 
rinse of essential parts. I guess all being in same boat (pardon the cliché) the body odour was not that 
noticeable, or they were too polite to comment. Sharron did insist though on driving with the windows 
open when she collected me from the airport. 
 
Time keeping 
If you want to have a good time you have to have a good watch. Not wanting to damage my watch I 
purchased a cheap Chinese import with an alarm, stop watch and illuminated digital display.  The watch 
came complete with the usual incomprehensible, directly translated, instructions, one of which stated 
very clearly "Do not use rudely underwater".  I am intrigued but have yet to have the opportunity. 
 
Clothing 
Acceptable attire for sailing on the dam is shorts and a T-shirt (Optional).  We had about half a day 
where shorts and t-shirts would have done the trick.  For night watches full gear was essential.  Libby 
had insisted that I purchase a good pair of sailing boots.  She said I would thank her later.  So here, in 
public, "Thank you Libby".  Even though this was Indian Ocean sailing it still got very cold at night, 
especially in rougher weather where you were constantly being soaked. 
 
Cooking 
If you are concerned about missing your aerobic classes, just volunteer to do the cooking. Meals are 
determined by the weather. The rougher the weather the sparser the meal. I quickly learned not to 
volunteer my limited cooking skills while on a port tack. This involved standing at a 45 degree angle, 
hanging onto the galley rail with one hand and trying to peel potatoes with the other. I also wondered 
about the wisdom of holding a sharp object while being thrown around. 
 
Fortunately Hazel was an excellent cook and seemed to enjoy the task.  One of my most memorable 
meals was the curry that I never had.  I had gotten over my seasickness and was on watch while Hazel 
was preparing supper.  After not managing to keep anything down for two days, the smell of the curry 
wafting up from the galley was heaven.  Being unsure of how my stomach would react to the meal I 
decided to eat on deck.  I popped down to fetch my meal. On the way up the stairs we were hit by an 
unexpected wave, which sent me and my curry crashing to the galley floor. I don’t think I have ever been 
so sad to see a meal wasted. Hazel kindly made me a replacement meal of plain noodles, which she 
passed up to me on deck.  I asked her pass me up some salt.  The sea mistakenly though I was talking 
to it and obliged by sending a wave crashing into the cockpit, soaking my noodles in salt water.  They 
still tasted great. 
 
Sea/Land Legs 
What shall we do with the drunken sailor? I never managed to really get my sea legs.  Matt on the other 
hand moved around the boat like he was glued to the deck.  I©m sure he had suction cups attached to his 
soles.  I took small comfort in watching Hazel move from hand hold to hand hold.  After the curry 
incident Matt made a few comments about me not going forward of the spray dodger although I was 
send forward to pack sails.  
 
What I did find surprising was the length of time it took for me to feel comfortable on land again.  The 
best way I can describe stepping ashore was going from being dead sober to stagger drunk within the 
space of one step. The walk along the jetty to the showers required immense concentration. Standing in 
the shower could only be achieved by holding onto the shower wall. Climbing back on board required 
about a minute of aiming before taking the small step. 
 
Waves 
"Excuse me sir, but why is a mile at sea longer than a mile on land?"  "Well son, that’s because you 
have to go up and down over the waves." I did a rough calculation.  We would have been up and down 
about 200,000 waves or swells in the time we were out there. I have seen waves up to about two meters 
high and heard stories of four meter high waves on the Vaal. (Those who doubt this should ask Mark 
Ward about the time his rubber duck folded in half while on rescue duty for the Laser nationals.) 
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I initially found it very difficult to follow the compass heading and the wind while being pushed around by 
the sea.  Eventually you get into a kind of a rhythm.  This wave pushes you one way, make small 
adjustment to course, the next wave pushed you further over but don©t adjust because the next wave 
pushes you back. Of course, every now and then the sea would throw you a curve ball and the rhythm 
would change or a breaking wave would throw you around. 
 
Surfing 
One thing you can©t do on the Vaal dam is go surfing.  I have to say that until you have experienced 
the excitement of surfing a 44© yacht down a wave you haven©t really sailed. We had about half a day 
of ideal surfing conditions. After two hours at the helm my arms were dead and my leeward leg felt like 
putty.  If I had been fitter I would not have relinquished the helm to Hazel. Matt won the speed section 
of the surfing competition with 13 knots but did wander a bit off course. 
 
Repairs at sea 
Fixing a yacht on the dam is easy.  A quick call to Dick, a bit of time, part with some money and the 
problem is solved. At sea there is no such easy solution.  All repairs need to be done by the crew 
themselves with the limited resources at hand.  I don©t think that this really hit me until the boom broke.  
The closest harbour was Durban and that was three to four days sailing away.  Matt managed to jury 
rig a quarter sail on what was left of the boom and effect a half repair to the furling Genoa which gave 
it an area around the size of a jib. I would hate to think what it would have been like if we had been 
unable to make those repairs. I really would not have enjoyed limping all the way back to Durban on 
the storm jib. Pursuit is lovingly and meticulously maintained.  The damage we sustained to the rigging 
and the boom was due to the challenging (Chris© words) conditions.  No amount of preparation and 
checking can replace a good basic knowledge of yacht repair.  
 
Our decision to turn back was not just based on the broken boom.  Having torn our headsails and 
damaged the main sail furling mechanism we were running out of ammunition to counter what the 
seas could throw at us.  In the end safety considerations had to prevail. 
 
Having run out of time I decided it was best to return home and watch their progress on the Internet. 
A special note of thanks to Chris, Libby and all at Sunsail for memorable experience 
Rodney Beresford – September 2005 Yet another hilarious tale from you Rodney. Tks Ed. 
 
 
Email from Rob Samways 

As some of you may know, I brought “Suidoos 2”  back from the last Cape to Rio Race. (We did it in 26 days 
and 6 hours.)  
  
“Suidoos 2”  is a modified RCOD, and requires a competent crew of 2 to bring her back during February/May 
2006 from South America again. The Fagan's are some of the oldest members of the Royal Cape Yacht Club, 
and well known in Cape Town sailing circles. Gawie Fagan is a well known architect in Cape Town. On the 
trip I did with John Armfield, they paid for flights and transport to the yacht, paid us "out of pocket" expenses 
during our stay in Rio, all provisioning of the boat, and paid our flights back to Jhb from Cape Town. The 
Fagan's are wonderful people, and their word is their bond.  
  
Please ask via our  internet/e-mail sailing channels, whether  anyone would be interested in a " character  
building voyage" , an " exper ience of a life time" , and br ing Suidoos 2 back from Bohia,  
  
They may contact Gawie Fagan direct on gabriel@fagen.co.za or myself on rsamways@wol.co.za. I can share 
any information that you may need about sailing this yacht across the Atlantic.  The requirements for sailing a 
RCOD back from South America: Skippers Ticket, good sailing expertise, a desire to endure pain and nappy 
rash from being continuously wet, a desire to deprive yourself of sleep ....as the self steering will not work and 
the 2 on board will have to alternate in helming 3 hours on and 3 hours off around the clock for 26-30 days. 
But for all of this....you get an experience like no other......and John Armfield who sailed with me wants to do 
it again!                   Rob Samways 
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The Wharf 
 
 
 
 

 
HOURS;  Friday 17H00 – 21h00 

Saturday 08h00 – 21h00 Sunday 08h00 – 16h00 
 

MENU 
BREAKFAST     R20.00 
BREAKFAST KIDS    R12.00 
 

TOASTED SANDWICHES: 
CHEESE      R  6.00 
CHEESE AND TOMATO    R  6.50 
CHEESE AND HAM     R  7.50 
CHEESE/HAM AND TOMATO   R  8.00 
CHEESE, EGG AND BACON   R  8.00 
TUNA/CHICKEN MAYONNAISE   R  8.00 
BACON      R  6.00     
BACON AND EGG     R  7.50 
BACON AND EGG AND CHEESE  R  8.50 
 

BURGERS 
HAMBURGER     R10.00 
CHEESEBURGER    R12.00 
CHICKEN BURGER    R14.00 
BACON BURGER    R12.00 
EGG BURGER     R12.00 
EGG/BACON/CHEESE BURGER  R15.00 
 

MEALS 
MIXED GRILL WITH CHIPS R30.00   
STEAK, EGG AND CHIPPS   R25.00 
RUSSIAN AND CHIPS    R13.00 
VIENNA AND CHIPS    R10.00 
FISH AND CHIPS     R13.00 

 
SALADS 

CHICKEN/TUNA SALAD    R12.00 
GREEK SALAD     R10.00  
 
 
 Can recommend a cheese omelette. Ed. 
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L.D.Y.C/NKA CALENDAR 2005/6 
Month Day Event Host Club Place Time 
OCTOBER Sun 02 MOD Summer 2 PNYC Muster 10H00 
2005 Sat 08 MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING 
SAILING COMMITTEE MEETING 

LDYC COMM 
ROOM 

10H00 
12H30 

 Sun 09  LDYC Spring 2 LDYC  10H30 
NOVEMBER 
2005 

Sat 15/16 LDYC CRUISE 
Pennant 9 Endurance Race 

Pennant 9  Breakfast 

LDYC 
PNYC 

JETTY  

 Sun 22 100 MILER LDYC  Notice 

 Sun 30 LDYC Spring 3 LDYC  10H30 
 Sat 23 100 MILER LDYC  Notice 
 Sun 29 LDYC Spring 3 LDYC  10H30 
 Sun 06 MOD Summer 3 LDYC Muster 10H00 
 Sun 13 Pursuit Race DAC   
 Sat 19 LDYC NOCTURNAL LDYC Notice 16H30 
NOVEMBER Sat 26 MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING 
SAILING COMMITTEE MEETING 

LDYC COMM 
ROOM 

10H00 
12H30 

 Sun 27 LDYC Spring 4. LDYC  10H30 
DECEMBER Sun 4 MOD Summer 4 LDYC Muster 10H30 
2005 Sat 10 PNYC LADIES RACE PNYC   
 Sun11 PNYC LADIES RACE   PNYC   
 Sun11 LDYC Summer 1 LDYC  10H30 
 Fri 16  LADIES ROUND THE ISLAND LDYC   
 Sat 17/18 LDYC CRUISE LDYC JETTY  
 Sat 31 GREAT VAALDAM TENDER RACE NOTICE   
JANUARY 
2006 

Sat 14 MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
MEETING 

SAILING COMMITTEE MEETING 

LDYC COMM 
ROOM 

10H00 
12H30 

 Sun 15 LDYC Summer 2 LDYC  10H30 
 Sat 21/22  KING OF THE VAAL DAC Muster  
 Sun 22 MOD Summer 5 DAC Muster  
FEBRUARY 
2006 
RTIR 
W/E 

Fri 3 
Sat 4 
Sun 5 

Commodores Cup 
Sprints/Tune up 

ROUND THE ISLAND REGATTA 
2006 

LDYC   

 Sat 25 MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
MEETING 

SAILING COMMITTEE MEETING 

LDYC COMM 
ROOM 

10H00 
12H30 

 Sun 26 LDYC Summer 3 LDYC  10H30 
MARCH Sun  5 MOD Summer 6 LDYC Muster  
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Month Day Event Host Club Place Time 
 
 

     

MARCH 
2006 

Sat 11/12 Interschools VLC   

 Sat 11 Margo Mackay Night Race VCA   
 Sat 18/19 AOL Regatta and Stadt 23 Challenge AOL   
 Sat 18/19 Hunter Nationals HMYC   
 Sat 18/19 Formula One Nationals PNYC   
 Sat 25 MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING 
SAILING COMMITTEE MEETING 

LDYC COMM 
ROOM 

10H00 
12H30 

 Sun 26 LDYC Summer 4 LDYC  10H30 
APRIL Sun 2 MOD Winter 1    
 Fri – Mon 

14/15/16/17 
EASTER REGATTA LDYC Notice  

 Sat 22 ANCIENT MARINERS LDYC Notice  
 Sun 23 LDYC Autumn 1 LDYC  10H30 
 Sun 30 MOD Winter 2    
MAY          Sat13 LDYC ANNUAL PRIZEGIVING 

 GALA DINNER 
JUNIOR AGM & PRIZEGIVING 

LDYC  19H00 
14H00 

 Sun 14 LDYC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING LDYC  11H00 
 Sat 27 Bridge Training LDYC   
 Sun 28 LDYC Autumn 2 LDYC  10H30 
JUNE Sun 4 MOD Winter 3    
2006 Sat 10 MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING 
SAILING COMMITTEE MEETING 

LDYC COMM 
ROOM 

10H00 
12H30 

 Sun 11 LDYC Autumn 3 & Prizegiving LDYC  10H30 
 Sun 25 LDYC Autumn 4 LDYC  10H30 
JULY Sun 2 MOD Winter 4    
2006 Sat 8 MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING 
SAILING COMMITTEE MEETING 

LDYC COMM 
ROOM 

10H00 
12H30 

 Sun 9 LDYC Brass Monkey 1 LDYC  10H30 
 Sun 23 LDYC Brass Monkey 2 LDYC  10H30 
AUGUST Sun 6  MOD Winter 5    
2006 Sat 12 MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING 
SAILING COMMITTEE MEETING 

LDYC COMM 
ROOM 

10H00 
12H30 

 Sun 13 LDYC Brass Monkey 3ldyc LDYC  10h30 
 Sun  27 LDYC Brass Monkey 4 LDYC  10H30 
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FOR SALE 
 

 
CABIN CRUISER – COMPETE WITH TRAILER  

AND ALL THE TOYS  
INCL. 60 hp MOTOR R25000.00       
CONTACT PAUL:  082 951 6906 

 
ë°©°ë? O, o? ë°©°ë? O? ë°©°ë? O, o? ë°©°ë? O? ë°© 

 
Terri asked her Sunday school class to draw pictures of their   favorite Bible stories. She was 
puzzled by Kyle©s picture, which showed four people on an airplane, so she asked him which story it 
was meant to   represent. 
> 
>  The Flight to Egypt was his reply. 
> 
>  Pointing at each figure, Ms. Terri said, "That must be Mary, Joseph, and Baby Jesus. But who©s 
the fourth person?" 
> 
>  "Oh, that©s Pontius - the pilot. 

ë°©°ë?o,,,,o?ë°©°ë?o?ë°©°ë?o,,,,o?ë°©°ë?o?ë°©°ë? 
 
A 6-year-old child was overheard reciting the Lord©s Prayer at a church   service:  
"And forgive us our trash passes, as we forgive those who passed   trash against us." 
 

ë°©°ë?o,,,,o?ë°©°ë?o?ë°©°ë?o,,,,o?ë°©°ë?o?ë°©°ë? 
 

After the christening of his baby brother in church, little Johnny   sobbed all the way home in the 
back seat of the car. His father asked him   three times what was wrong. 
> 
>  Finally, the boy replied, "That priest said he wanted us brought up 
>  in a Christian home, and I want to stay with you guys!" 
 

ë°©°ë?o,,,,o?ë°©°ë?o?ë°©°ë?o,,,,o?ë°©°ë?o?ë°©°ë? 
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ADVERTISING – LAKE DENEYS YACHT CLUB 
 

 
Sanlam Round The Regatta 2006 to be held on 3/4/5 February 2006. 
 
Programme and Sailing Instructions booklet. 
 

 
Full page  black and white   R   500.00 
 
Full page  2x colour  (Spot)   R   900.00 
 
Full page full colour    R2 200.00 
 
Copies handed out at entrance to Club. 
 

also 
 
“ SIGNAL”  editor ial magazine issued quar ter ly and circulated to 400/500 all 
members as well as all yacht clubs nationwide and businesses in Deneysville. 
 
Full page black and white per  annum.       R  500.00 
 
Full page  2x colour  (Spot)   R   900.00 
 
Full page full  colour   per  annum           R2,200.00 
   
 
 
Cheques to be made out to Lake Deneys Yacht Club (in full) 
Att: Chr istine. Adver ts. 082 7755258. 
 
ALL ADVERTISERS ARE REQUIRED TO EMAIL A CLEAR ADVERT TO jcdur r@mweb.co.za     AND POST 
CHEQUE  TO: LAKE DENEYS YACHT CLUB P.O. BOX 40, DENEYSVILLE 1932 MARKED ATT: 
CHRISTINE: RE/ADVERTS  
Banking details with deposit slips to be sent ATT: Rosa AT Lake Deneys Yacht Club  
Standard Bank Vereeniging. Branch No 04637. A/c no 021820112. 


