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N E W S L E T T E R   –     S E P T E M B E R   2 0 1 1 
                                                                                                                             
Dear Club Member 

The Directors of Sail Africa are pleased to announce 

that, with the recent acquisition of our L34, we are 

now in a position to offer SAS accredited courses to 

adults. The vessel is perfectly set up for training and 

carries all the necessary certification and our trainers 

fully qualified to carry out the training.  

 

The decision to offer this training was taken in an 

attempt to ensure that Sail Africa is sustainable in 

the long term. As a registered Non-Profit Organisation 

and approved Public Benefit Organisation, our goal of 

helping youngsters get into sailing and offering sailing 

courses to them at very low cost, whilst maintaining 

the required infrastructure and safety standards, 

presents us with a unique financial challenge. Club 

members, through the club development levy, currently 

provide approximately 4% of the income necessary to 

cover costs. A significant monthly shortfall is at this 

time covered by the Hurter family to whom we are all 

extremely indebted. 
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With regard to the fact that we are essentially 

competing for business with Professional 

Yachtmaster Training (PYT) and Offshore Sailing 

Academy (OSA), we maintain our policy of wishing to 

be an asset to the sailing community in KZN and do 

not wish to be divisive. For this reason we have had 

discussions with both businesses.  

 

Colin Schwegman confirms that we continue to enjoy 

the full support of PYT and the work that we are doing 

for sailing in KZN. Libby Bonnet confirms that OSA 

equally maintains their on-going support of Sail Africa. 

OSA, formerly Sunsail, made significant financial 

contributions to Sail Africa when we were starting out.  

 

Libby confirms that the understanding of cooperation 

that existed before the recent passing of Chris Bonnet 

is still firmly in place. We would like to place on record 

our sincere appreciation to both schools for their 

magnanimous support of Sail Africa. 

 

Sail Africa is playing a vitally important role in the 

future of sailing in KZN and we would equally like to 

thank all of you who continue to support and 

contribute to this cause. 
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Regards 

 

Sail Africa Board of Directors 

 

SAIL PAST 

The Sail Past is one of the traditional events that 
take place over the first weekend in September 
2011.  This occasion is to honour our Commodore 
and ask for the blessing of our waters that our 
sailors may be safe against the unpredictable 
weather and waters. 

Members and staff gather outside the club house at 
mid day and the proceedings are opened by the sea 
scouts who do the colours parade. Our national 
anthem is then played. 

 
                                The Flag Officers and Committee 
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Usually only the Flag Officers dress in club uniform 
but Tielman requested that his whole Committee 
stand up front and participate in the proceedings. 

 

                
                   Scout Leader, Jean du Preez with one of his sea cadets 

 

Our Commodore, Tielman Burger then gave a 
speech thanking the staff and the committee alike 
for their help and support during the year. 

 

Rodney Beresford, our Rear Commodore, did the 
bible reading and asked for a minute’s silence in 
memory of those that had passed away during the 
year.  Ken Smith previous commodore from 
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1997/1998 passed away.  Emily Zimba, our kitchen 
lady died suddenly in June and Brian Lion-Cachet’s 
father and old member at LDYC. 

Once the formalties were dealt with, everyone goes 
out onto whichever boat they can find.  Round one 
we go around, everyone salutes the Flag Officers.  
Someone shouted 3 cheers for the Commodore and 
each boat “hip hip, horrayed” as they Pssed the 
Committee boat. 

Ian Harvey on Dream One was there accompanied 
by Sharron Beresford, who was wearing her rain 
coat but who got soaked anyway.  Once again Ian 
showed us his spectacular display of world flags. 
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Trish Conninx also had an impressive, colourful 
display of flags on her boat.  Once we had all sailed 
past (about 7 boats), we were ready for Round 
number two and the war was on. 

               
        Tielman Burger, Kei Ackerman and Rodney Beresford 

 

Suddenly out of nowhere buckets appear with 
wazookas that can shoot 30 metres away.  The 
bridge boat was eventually so wet that our poor flag 
officers were standing in a metre of water.   

They pulled up anchor and left to go warm up and 
dry off.  As usual, a great and hilarious time was 
had by all. 
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LADIES BATHROOM UPDATE 

There are still a lot of members who have not yet 
paid the bathroom levy.  Please members, make a 
plan to settle the outstanding balances.  We are 
still waiting for approximately half of the monies 
to come into the club coffers. 

      

Although we have bathrooms that are operational, 
they are still not totally finished yet. 

 

We are still waiting for the company (who is 2 weeks 
behind schedule) to come and install the extraction 
fan system, before the ceilings can be put in.  The 
shower doors cannot be put in until the ceilings are 
done.  The bathroom doors can then be installed. It’s 
like a chain reaction.     
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Approximately three weeks later and you can see 
that some progress has been made. 

 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

New members were signed on at 3 September 2011. 

Rocco Mason who sometimes crews for Geoff and 
Teresa Slacke 

Garth Green a single member who hails from Bez 
Valley. 

Ruan and Maryke Mynhardt who have two children, 
Ryan (5) and Kyleigh (2) who own a power boat. 
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SITES AVAILABLE 

Site 27   

Site 65   Allocated to Mark Green 

Site 70a 

Site 118 

Site 127 

Site 129 

Site 142  Allocated to Craig and Gwen Kemsley 

Site 147a 

GARAGES AVAILABLE 

Garage No 2 

Garage No 9 

Garage No 21 

 
LAKE VIEW ESTATES - NEWS 

 
In September 2011, the Transfer Duty for the Lake View 
property was paid, as was the outstanding municipal 
charges.   We are now awaiting a clearance form SARS 
that they have received the transfer duty and likewise a 
clearance from the municipality that they have been paid. 
The documents will then be lodged with the Deeds Office 
for registration which is the final step in a 5-year process. 
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We understand that this is a quick process so we are very 
close to taking ownership of the property and this means 
that we are very close to paying the club.    
 
Then the work starts. The first step will be to erect the 
fence and then peg the sites. After that we will continue 
with the remainder of the infrastructure, the power, water 
and sewage will follow and then building will commence. 
Our expectations are that houses will start to appear early 
in the New Year. 
 
Our stands are still available for R228,000 to R313,500 
which is exceptional value for money for water front 
properties – if you would like to compare prices please 
click on the second link below.    Once the stands are 
pegged and numbered we will have them professionally 
valued and hand the sale over to a Real Estate Agent who 
will apply commercial rates. 
 
Members who may still be interested in purchasing a 
water front site adjacent to the club should go to 
www.lakeviewestate.co.za or contact Austin 083 294 
1186. 
 
NEW RELEASES:  
 
LITTLE MAURITIUS is now sold out. This development 
comprised large waterfront stands and spectacular 
views. So if you are looking for a waterfront piece of 
land all of your own. You can do no better than 
Draaifontein Eco Park.  
http://www.vaaldam.co.za/index.php?option=com_ezr
ealty&task=detail&id=111&Itemid=4 
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VAAL SAILING CENTRE - NEWS 
 

Vaal Sailing Centre is up and running, we are now a fully 
accredited SAS/ISAF Sail Training Centre. 
 
We had a very successful camp on the Spring weekend 
where we has 10 adult, absolute beginners all of whom 
ended up (some wet) sailing 2-up on their own before 
the weekend ended and we had 8 kids/young adults 
who have had experience and who used the session as a 
refresher course.   
 
The adult contingent were all from the same company, 
which is owned by a club member, Tim Hough, who 
used the opportunity as a very successful team building 
exercise. 
Report from Austin Daly 

 

BIG BOAT REGATTA 2011 
 
Big Boat Regatta 2011 was held on the weekend of 
the 10th and 11th September. The “Wind Gods” saw 
fit to give competitors a drifter on Saturday but were 
kind enough to give us a reasonable wind on 
Sunday with winds between 12 and 20 knots, 
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perfect conditions for the 27 Big Boats that entered 
the race. 
 
The Sea Cart ‘Bog Monster” had a terrific weekend 
cleaning up all the laurels available. Line honours in 
the Long distance race, line honours in the medium 
distance race, first Multi hull on handicap and first 
overall. Skipper Marc Hammick and his crew must 
be very proud of their achievement.  Well done 
Marc, LDYC is proud of you. 
 

   
              Marc Hammick smiles all the way to the finish line 
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Unfortunately, the little wind that we had petered out 
during the course of the long distance race and 
many of the yachts were unable to finish. The 
bridge boat finally came off the water at 19:30 
however, 'twas not in vain as they got to experience 
an absolutely awesome sunset.  
 
Brian Lion-Cachet sailing on Agattu, finished the 
race and upon his return to the moorings decided to 
have a paddle all the way out to the finish line at 
Muster Mark to stretch out his muscles. He earned 
the respect of many of the sailors and all the 
committee boat crew who were exhausted after a 
long day on the water. 
 

The Cruising class was won by Tommy Redmond 
on his Stadt 34 “Moonshiner”. Tommy making sure 
that his name stays on the floating trophy yet again. 
Well done Tommy and crew….. 
 

Thanks to Kathy Manten for the report and 
photo 
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NORTHERN REGION OPTIMITST PROVINCIALS 

 
Lake Deneys Yacht Club hosted the Oppie Provincials, the Laser 
Masters and Junior Development events over the weekend 24th 
and 25th September 2011.  By all accounts they were all a great 
success.  

Without the support and efforts of the members, these events 
would not have been possible. Thank you all who contributed.  I 
apologize if I have missed anyone. 

Event Management and Liaison with Oppie Class 

Michelle van der Walt and Deon Van Der Walt 

Bridge 

Arnold Spies and Deon Van Der Walt 

Rescue 

Garth Nel and Sean Hughes 

Mark Laying 

John Williams, Philemon and Lukas 

Finish Boat 

Ian Otto, Nicole Otto and Sharron Beresford 

Protest Committee 
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Mark Malherbe, Jonathan Crawford, Roy Spurdle, Neil Hamilton 
and Arnold Spies 

First Aid 

Therese Otto and Dalton Otto 

Catering 

Aletta Smith 

Junior Development 

Kei Ackerman, Vicky Ackerman, Amy Ackerman, Kevin Rees-Gibbs 
and Karin Rees-Gibbs 

Donation of Oppie Shirts 

Lyn Mc Lellan and Alistair Johnstone 

A bit of everything 

Marian Williams, Teresa Wolmarans and Tielman Burger 

  

Regards Rodney Beresford 

OPPIE PROVINCIALS NOVICE/JUNIOR 
DEVELOPMENT 24th – 25th SEPTEMBER 2011 

The weather on the 24 September 2011 started a bit rough 
with strong wind and heavy cloud cover threatening rain. 
The wind was too strong to start youngsters on the oppies,  
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who have either never sailed before or were not 
experienced enough to sail in the heavy wind. Kei Ackerman 
organized a fun sail with Simon Fisher on Sssandscat, a 
catamaran. There were approximately 20 children and 3 
parents that went with for the experience. The children 
came off the water beaming from the experience and 
ready to get started on the next phase of the day. 

We started setting up the boats at 13h00 after lunch as the 
wind had settled to a more friendly breeze and Stewart 
Bremner assisted us to rig the oppies and at the same time 
show off his skills and show the other children how it should 
be done. Some of the children were nervous to start with 
and they were paired off with either adults (those that can 
still fit in an oppie) or other children that do know how to sail 
being Stewart and Sheena Bremner, Dalton Otto and Amy 
Ackerman.  

After the initial nerves were settled fun was had by all. They 
quickly learned where the wind was coming from and which 
way to steer to keep moving. As confidence was gained 
pairs set off together in the oppies. Good team work was 
created as one child steered and the other coordinated the 
main sail and dagger board and then they swopped over. 
The day ended at about 15h00 as the weather started 
cooling down again but the children were enthusiastic to 
give it a try again the next day. 

Sunday 25th started a little warmer and with a nice light 
breeze, perfect for oppie novices. The children were 



 
 
    

Lake Deneys Yacht ClubLake Deneys Yacht ClubLake Deneys Yacht ClubLake Deneys Yacht Club    
P.O Box 40, Deneysville, 1932  -  Tel: 016 371 1393  -  Fax: 088 016 371 2343 

E-mail: ldyc@telkomsa.net   -  Website: www.ldyc.co.za   
 

  
 Commodore: T N Burger,     Vice Commodore: K Ackerman,     Rear Commodore: R Beresford,  

Treasurer: C Harvey,     Secretary: L Quinn,     PRO: T Wolmarans,  
Past Commodore & Trustee: J Smit,     Past Commodore & Trustee: M Malherbe 

enthusiastically waiting for us to get them started and 
needed no encouragement to help rig boats and get them 
on the water.  Using Trilonium and Red Stripe – tri-maran and 
catamaran moored close to shore as markers they had to 
sail around them and try out their newly learned skills.  

Sheena Bremner proudly showed everyone how it was done 
and completed every circuit around the boats with the 
others trying to follow her. No boats or children were injured 
during this exercise. The children became more confident 
and started going out individually.  

This created a lot of excitement and encouraged those that 
were still a little nervous to try it as well.  Kei and I kept an eye 
on the kids and offered advice and assistance when 
required.  

At about 13h30 we started packing up for the day. It was a 
nice, difficult task getting the children off the water and out 
of the boats as they were having so much fun.  

The children helped to de rig the boats and get them 
packed away ready to be used for the next event. It was 
nice to see the smiles on the children’s faces and also on the 
parent’s faces that were at the foreshore supporting their 
children and watching them have so much fun. It is always a 
pleasure seeing children having fun on the water. 

Thank you to Kevin and Karin Rees–Gibbs for bringing their 
powerboat to the foreshore offering to do Rescue if the 
need arose.  Their three children also took part and enjoyed 
the sailing. 
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Vicky Fenny                                                                                                                               
Kidz Club Officer 

                                                                                                                                                                              

Vaal Sailing 

Centre 
  Sailing School and Sail Boat 

Charters 
P 0 Box 22164 Helderkruin 1733,       Tel:  011 326 4638 

Cell:  083 294 1186,       info@vaalsailing.co.za 
LDYC Union Street Deneysville                                                                

www.vaalsailing.co.za 
About Vaal Sailing Centre 

The Centre is situated at Lake Deneys Yacht Club 
(LDYC) in Deneysville, Vaal Dam and is an 
approved sailing school with South Africa Sailing 
(SAS) and the International Sailing Federation 
(ISAF) accreditation. 

  
The Centre is headed up by Austin Daly who has 
qualified as an SAS Level 2 Senior Coach and the 
school will run courses at various levels and for all 
ages, the next courses will commence on 12 
November 2011.    Sail training is available on 
Dinghies, Catamarans and Keelboats for absolute 
beginners through to advanced level and graduates of  
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each phase will be awarded a SAS certificate 
endorsed by ISAF. 

The Centre will require 
SAS qualified Assistant 
Coaches and SAS qualified 
Level 1 Coaches, interested 
persons should contact 
Austin. 

 
Boats are provided, but 
trainees will be required to 

supply their own buoyancy aids (life jackets) the 
Sailing Centre is on the grounds of LDYC and full 
clubhouse facilities are available. 

 
Courses will generally be held over weekends but 
weekday training can be arranged for school groups 
and others who can’t make weekends. 

 
Classes proper will commence in November – see 
schedule: 

Sail Training Courses 
Courses commencing on 12 November 2011 
Saturday mornings from 08:00 to 12:00 dinghy 
sailing for beginners. 
Saturday afternoons from 12:30 to 16:30 level two/ 
three dinghy & catamaran sailing. 
Sundays Mornings 09:00 to 13:00 Keelboat training. 
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Each course generally takes 16 hours run over 4 
sessions and the cost is 800.00 per person (50.00 per 
hour.) 

 
Sail Training Camp 

 
Our December sail training camp will take place again 
this year: 
Dates –  Registration Friday afternoon/evening 9th   
December 2011. 
Sail Training and lots of fun Saturday 10th, Sunday 11th 
and Monday 12th with prize giving on Monday afternoon. 
Cost R700.00 – includes all meals and accommodation 
and the use of  Sailing School equipment. 
 Contact  Marian 

LAKE DENEYS YACHT CLUB (LDYC) 
DENEYSVILLE 
ldyc@telkomsa.net 
016 371-1393 

Austin  
Vaal Sailing Centre 
info@vaalsailing.co.za 

083 294-1186 
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NEW BIG SCREEN TV IN BAR 

Rugby World Cup Fever is in the air.  We decided 
that it would be nice to have a big screen TV in the 
bar to watch the games on. 

     

                  RUGBY WORLD CUP 2011 - GO THE BOKKE111 

 

POTJIEKOS COMPETITION 

We held our annual Potjiekos Competition on 
17th September 2011 with a mere four pots 
entered.   
 

Everyone gathered outside the club house at 
our communal braai area to start their cooking.   
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I was asked to be a judge this year, together 
with John Williams, the Club Manager.  Very 
serious business, all the tasting and marking 
out of 10…….  Judging started at 18h00. 
 

Vicky Fenny, winner of the competition this year 
won with her scrumptious lamb potjie. 

 

                             
Vicky Fenny, Aimee Ackerman and Clair Harvey (First Prize) 
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Tielman Burger won Second Prize with his unusual 
meat ball potjie together with home-made pot bread.   

                     

Christine Durrant, Mark Malherbe, Tielman Burger (Second Prize) 
and John Durrant. 

 

Third Prize was awarded to Kayleigh Buchler and 
Alistair Johnstone with their yummy chicken potjie.   

                     
            Alistair Johnstone and Kaleigh Buchler (Third Prize) 
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By default, fourth prize went to Henry and Rochelle 
Kozakiewicz for their exotic and delicious prawn and 
coconut milk potjie. 

            \ 

               Aaron and Rochelle Kozakiewicz 

                                               
                                                  Kei Ackerman and Henry Kozakiewicz 
 

Once again the other members present were invited to 
buy their plate of rice and salad for a nominal fee and 
members could taste the potjies and scrape the pots. 


